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John 8:58

The Jews were immersed, not in the truth of their system, but in the mere ignorance of acting on present appearances. This is a deep essential
principle of error, which one has to watch - not seeing God and things according to His mind (which was exactly in question), but the mind of
man in the things of God. Hence precisely the present state of the church. It was the grand question between Jesus and the Jews, the point in
which Jesus has to be recognised, and in which faithfulness to Him rests, as in Him to His Father, in this respect. The Jews therefore said to
Him, "Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?" They thought the sense of this the same, because they looked not beyond
the outside. But, on man's ground, the Jewish reasoning was generally correct. It was utterly wrong
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